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TRUCK WITH GIANT ROAST CHICKEN ON TOP STOLEN—IMMIGRANT’S DREAMS OF SUCCESS

IN AMERICA DASHED.

Emeryville, CA, November 7, 2002. Thieves break into Emeryville commissary of RoliRoti™, stealing one-of-a-kind  

truck and family chicken recipes from entrepreneur.

Thomas Odermatt, a recent immigrant  to California from Switzerland, pinned his hopes for success in this 

country on a secret recipe for rotisserie chicken, developed by his family and passed down along generations.  

W ith him he brought a special mobile rotisserie truck—with a giant, roast chicken crowning the top—the only 

one of its kind in America. Customers at farmer’s markets across the Bay Area were lining up for a taste of the 

new gourmet sensation, but with the theft on the night of November 6, 2002, the truck and secret recipes from 

a commissary in Emeryville have put Odermatt’s entire dream in jeopardy.

The truck, a white, Ford Econoline, CA license # 6Y19307, specially outfitted with a stainless-steel housing for the 

complex, patented rotisserie system, also featured a 10  foot, fiberglass model of a roast chicken on the top. 

Additionally, the stainless steel “box” is adorned with red and white decorations along the top, with the brown 

and red RoliRoti logo on the sides and back. The truck was loaded with 105 prepared chickens for the next day’s 

farmers market in Marin. Since it is the only one of its kind in America, the truck is vital to RoliRoti’s business, 

and Odermatt’s well-being: Thomas had invested his entire life savings in the vehicle and the promotion of his 

fledgling business. “I’m devastated” states Odermatt,  “Everybody loved our chickens, I was so happy we were 

pleasing our customers, that we were heading for success—but now it’s all been taken away from me.”

Even more troubling than the theft of the truck was the additional theft of the secret family recipes. “They new 

what they were looking for” says Odermatt, “Rather than come up with their own original ideas, they had to go 

and steal my family’s heritage.”

Pictures of the stolen truck may be downloaded from www.roliroti.com. For more information, contact Thomas 

Odermatt at 510.967.1086 or 510.540.7592.


